CHAPTER XX.
TIIK  SUMMKK  OF  THE   BLACK  HILLS   EXPEDITION".
I USED to be thankful that ours was a mounted regiment on one account: if we had belonged to the infantry, the regiment would have been sent out much sooner. The horses were too valuable to have their lives endangered by encountering a blizzard, while it was believed that an enlisted man had enough pluck and endurance to bring him out of a storm in one way or another. Tardy as the spring was up this re, the grass began at last to be suitable for grazing, and preparations for an expedition to the Black Hills were being carried on. I had found accidentally that my husband was fitting up an ambulance* for travelling, and as he never rode in one himself, nor arranged to take one for his own comfort, I decided at once that ho was planning to take me with him. Mary and I had lived in such close (junrters that slm counted on going also, and wont to the general to petition. To keep her from knowing that ho intended to take UH, IKS argued that we could not #ct along with so littlo room; that there was only to be allowed half a wagon for the camp outfit of the head-quarters meas. "You dun' know better'n that, ginirul?" who replied; "meand Mieslabbio could keep house in a Hour-barr'l."y through the country where my wife's kin lived. Why, Ouster, old man, I could not write to her and say, £I have cut the canal in the Shenandoah Valley and ruined your mother's plantation ;' or, c Yesterday I drove off all your brother's stock to feed our army.' Of course one can't talk sentiment on every line, and so I sometimes sent off a mighty short epistle."
